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MEMOIRS OP BRIGADIER-GENERAL JOHN LACEY, 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Continued from page 354.) 

The Regiments or Battalions of the Armey were some- 
times called Battalions & sometimes Regiments, the Military 
establishment of America was in its Minority, very few of 
her officers knew any thing about military matters, they were 
generally the Sons of Farmers or Machanicks, who had 
quit the Plow or the Workshop, enterprising youth roused 
from their domestic occupations to defend their Country 
against the Strong and Iron hand of Tyronny, that threat- 
ened to enslave them. Their Fathers who presided in 
Councils and who made the appointments were equally un- 
versed in Military system, neither of them even possessing 
the knowledge of the Tichnical or appropriate Names of the 
Orders and establishments of the Armey. Several officers 
however, who had served in the British Armey had joined 
the American Standard, among whom was our present 
Chief Commander Gen 1 Gates — such men ought to know 
better than to confound the names of Battalions & Regi- 
ments together, as we find it in his Gen 1 Orders — sometimes 
by one and sometimes by the other, which discovers a great 
want of system in the mind of the Gen 1 . It was also fre- 
quently used by S' Clear, who had also been a British offi- 
cer. It might be overlooked in Wayne, who had never 
before seen service. Conceiving their ought to be a distinc- 
tion and that two names so opposite to each other could not 
mean one and the same thing — it became a topic of inquiry 
among the Officers, when we were lead to understand. Ac- 
cording to the Orgination of the British & Prution Armies, 
a Regiment consisted of two Battalions, and that to call a 
whole Regiment a Battalion was very unmilitary and incor- 
rect. That a Regiment was Commanded by a Colo 1 or 
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Lieu* Colo 1 and two Majors, and a Battalion by a Major 
only — a Regiment thus organized containing two Battalions, 
called first & second. Our Regiments containing Eight 
Companies, was commanded by a Colo 1 , Lieu* Colo 1 and one 
Major, and were they properly Organized, would have been 
divided into two segments or Battalions, the first to be 
commanded by the Lieu* Colo 1 the second by the Major. 
Here the British had the better of us in the exchange of 
Prisoners, as they had very few Colo 18 their Regiments being 
Commanded by Lieu' Colo 18 only. I have been led to make 
these remarks on Account of the gaving of the Gen 1 Orders 
to the Armey at this place, in which I find frequently in- 
serted Colo 1 Wayne's Regiment — Colo 1 Wayne's Battalion, 
the same of Colo 1 S* Clear's Battalion &c. See Gen 1 Orders 

viz — Ticonderoga. 

Head Qks Sept r 24 th 1776— 
Capt n Craig of the 2 nd Battalion of Pennsylans is ap- 
pointed Lieu' Colo 1 of that Batt n in place of Colo 1 Wood 
Prefered — Cap' Butler is app a Major of the same BattP — 
Cap' P. Frazier of the 4 th Batt'n. of Pennsy a is appointed 
Major in the same, in place of Maj. [Haussegger] Pro- 
moted. 

The first & 2 d Pennsy" Regiments were raised in the Autom 
of 75. Col 01 Bull was the first Colo 1 appointed to the first 
Regiment & S* Clear to the Second — Bull got into disgrace 
by selling Purlous to the men & from some other degre- 
dating conduct while the Regiment lay in the Barracks at 
Philad% and was compelled by the officers to Resigne. 
Colo 1 De Haas was appointed in his place, on which occur- 
rence S* Clear became the elder Colo 1 , was appointed a B. G. 
after the Troops returned from Ticonderoga from Canada. 

The other 4 Pennsy" Regiments were raised the Winter 
following — Cap' Willits Company of the 1" Regiment and 
Mine of the 4 th were raised in Bucks County — they were 
both fine Companies — I had exerted myself very much to 
get a full and Compleat Company — they were nearly all 
young Men, and it was allowed to be one of the best look- 
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ing Companies belonging to the Regiment before they left 
long Island. They are now so reduced in point of numbers 
& best looking Men I feel but little Pride in owning them 
and less in belonging to the Reg'. It was a happy event 
that our Duty of G-uard & Fattigue occupied all our time, 
and had little leisure to reflect. I was almost Constantly 
on Command, either on Picket Guard or fattigue Parties in 
repairing the old French Breast Works, which we com- 
pleated on the 13 th Septf as will appear by Colo 1 "Wayne's 
Regimental Orders, viz. 

Ticondeeoga, Sept' 14 th 1776. 

Colo 1 "Wayne is happy in having it in his power to return 
his most sincere thanks to the Gentleman Oflicers & Soldiers 
of his Batt n for the ready Cheerfulness and Industry with 
which they have Executed the work in front of their En- 
campment, Works at once Extensive and Formidable, and 
which he is well assured they will at all times and at every 
hazard defend. 

The Colo 18 next wish is to see the oflicers and soldiers as 
comfortably accommodated with regard to their encamp- 
ments and Lodging as the Nature of the Campaign will 
admit — and therefore requests the Captains of each Com- 
pany, previous to any other business to see that Compleated 
as soon as possible. He is very sorry it was not in his power 
to issue this Request sooner, but that he could not do con- 
sistent to Gen 1 Gates's Orders, and his own Duty — he there- 
fore hopes that no oflicer will think hard of their being re- 
tarded of Accommodating themselves, as it was occasioned 
purely on the Acct. already mentioned. 

In order to show more explicitly the Duty and business 
of the Armey I shall coppy a few extracts from the Gen 1 , 
Brigade, & Regimental Orders of the day as they occurred. 

Head Quaetebs Ticondeeoga Sept' 21 s ' 1776. 
Parole, Adams. Counter Signe, Lynch. 

In consideration of the Troops having been Constantly 
employed in the Public Works every Day without intermis- 
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sion ever since their arrival at this Camp, The Gen 1 orders 
all Work but that of the Equipment of the Vessels, Gun 
Carriage Makers and blacksmiths to cease for tomorrow ; 
these shall be indulged hereafter. Divine Service to be 
performed in Every Brigade at Eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon tomorrow where the whole are to attend with their 
Arms and Accoutrements in good Order. 

Colo 1 Waynes Orders. 

The 4 th Battalion are to be all under Arms on Sunday next 
at 9 o'clk A.M. — and as Soap is now plenty and new Shirts 
ready to be delivered to such Companies as are in want, no 
excuse can be admitted for appearing dirty or indecent. 
All Officers and soldiers will be particularly careful on that 
Day to appear on the Parade as neat as possible, for which 
purpose the Officers will see that the Men have their hair 
well Powdered, and neatly tied & pleated. They will also 
every Morning and Evening in place of Mailing the lines, 
be training their People in the Manual exercise Wheeling, 
Eireing by Grand & Sub-Divisions & Forming the line of 
Impression. The Officers will be punctual in turning out 
all the Soldiers as well Servants as others Morning & 
Evening. 

Head Quakteks Sept r 25 th 1776. 

Parole, "Ward. Countersign, Boston. 

Gen 1 S' Clairs Brigade to Furnish daily at Head Quarters 
1 Captain, 2 Sub 8 , 2 Sergeants, 2 Corporals, 1 Drum 1 fife 
& 48 privates to serve as a fattigue party under the Orders 
of the Deputy Qt r Master Gen 1 . 

Various frauds, impositions and abuses being every Day 
committed by Traders, Hucksterers coming to this Camp, 
the Q. M. G. and his assistants are immediately to regulate 
the prices to be paid for the several commodities brought to 
sell, particularly Garden stuff, Venison, Cheese, butter, and 
all other manner of Eatables. For the Future any persons 
bringing any of the above articles immediately for sale are 
to carry them to the foot of the Glasses of the Old Fort, 
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where the Market is constantly to be held. Should any 
person or Persons be detected Monopolizing or Forestalling 
the market they will be punished by a Court Martial and 
have all their Goods seized for the Sick in the Hospital. 
The Market is to be opened every Day at 8 o'clock and to 
be allowed to continue to sunset. 

Field officer of the Day, tomorrow, Lt. Col. Irvine, 
Brigade Major of the Day, Ryan. 

Brigade Orders. 

For Guard ; 1 Sergt. ; 1 Corpl. ; 1 Fife ; 31 privates : for 
Fattigue, 30 privates. 

Regimental Orders. 

For Piquet Guard, Cap* Lacey, 

Ens n "Wallace, 
Ens" Standly. 

After Gen 1 Orders. 

The Surgeons and Surgeons Mates of all the Regiments 
to attend at the Medicine Store tomorrow morning between 
8 and 10 o'clock in order to receive their Proportion of Old 
Linnen, which is to be converted into lint and returned to 
the Store. 

The above comprises the Orders for one Day, viz. the 25 th 

of September — I give it to show the compleat Order of the 

Day. 

Head Quaetees Octf 11 th 1776. 

The long stillness and seeming supineness of the Enemy 
strongly indicates that they are meditating some stroke of 
Importance, it therefore behooves every Officer and Soldier 
of this Armey to be exceeding vigilant and elert, particu- 
larly when on duty. The Officer of the Day at Ticonderoga 
as well as at M* Independence are by their examples to give 
life and spirit to the Guards under their inspection, the 
Grand and visiting Rounds are upon no account to be 
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neglegent of their duty observing to be particular attentive 
to the sentries & Guards from four in the Morning until 
broad day light. As the Campaign is drawing towards a 
close the Gen 1 is anxious nothing disgraceful to the Troops 
under his command should Tarnish that good behaviour 
they have hitherto shown. 

In order to show the high sense Military Men entertain 
of their Honour, by voluntary doing an Act beneath the 
duty appertaining to their Rank as Officers, I shall insert an 
extract of the decision of the following Court Martial. If 
the commission be a voluntary act shall be thought so de- 
grading to the Honour of an Officer — what must be the 
Feeling of the Mind of an Officer, to be compelled by his 
Commanding Officer to do the duty inferior to his Station, 
and what must still aggravate the degredation and increase 
the severity of his punishment, as was in my case, to see an 
inferior officer placed over me, to command my own Com- 
pany, while I was to act as a Volunteer under his command. 
A Punishment of so high a grade inflicted without a tryal, 
by the mere Arbitrary Order of the Commander of a Regi- 
ment, acknowledging at the same time that I had not inten- 
tionally committed any crime — I presume has not a parrel- 
lell of Wanton and despotic Tyranny, in the annals of the 
Revolutionary War. 

Head Quarters, Tyconderoga, October 3 d , 1776. 

At a Continuation of a Gen 1 Court Martial of which 
Major Morris president in place of Lt. Col. Johnston, who 
was taken ill, L' Whitney of Colo 1 Wheelocks Regiment, 
was tryed for infamous Conduct in degrading himself by 
voluntary doing the duty of an Orderly sergant in violation 
of his Rank as an Officer — Is found guilty and sentenced to 
be severely reprimanded by Gen 1 Brickett at the head of his 
Brigade. 

The Gen 1 Approves the sentence of the Court Martial 
and orders it to take place accordingly. 
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For some time we had been anxiously waiting the ap- 
proach of the Enemy, who from the reports of our scouts 
and spyes, were made to believe they had a fleet of armed 
vessels nearly ready to commence offensive operations, their 
Troops at Oix Noix and lie a Mott waiting the Orders to 
advance. Gen 1 Arnold had proceeded some distance beyond 
Crown Point into the Middle of the Lake with twelve or 
13 sail of Armed Sloops Gunboats &c, suffered the British 
Fleet of superior Force, to pass in the night along the East 
shore of the lake unobserved — placing themselves between 
him & Crown Point. On discovery the next morning Gen. 
Arnold ordered his fleet to make the best of their way to 
the entrance of the Straits at Crown Point, keeping up a 
running fight by the British ships in the best manner they 
could. The Enemy persieving their intention, met them, 
when a very warm and spirited conflict ensued, some of the 
American Ships were taken, some drove on shore were set 
on fire by the Crews who escaped by land to Tyconderoga, 
a few only made good their way by hard fighting and su- 
perior sailing got safe to Tyconderoga. Our loss was con- 
siderable in killed wounded and prisoners, but of which I 
never learnt the amount. 

After the defeat of the Fleet, the British Armey advanced 
on Crown Point. It was said Arnold & all the Crews of 
the other Vessels fought well, but to great disadvantages 
each making the best of his way — the fastest sailer leaving 
his dull comrade to contend alone with the united force of 
the enemy as well as they could — under such discouraging 
events, wat but defeat and disaster could be expected. 

In my humble opinion Arnold acted unwise by placing 
himself so far from Crown Point, in the Middle of the lake, 
subjecting himself thus to be cut off from a retreat & with- 
out the requisite Guard or look out Boat to suffer the 
Enemy to pass him unnoticed — secondly by his too precipi- 
tated flight, leaving the Enemy to cut up his Vessels in de- 
tail, when in my opinion a better way would have been to 
have fallen back & formed his little Fleet in the "Western 
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Cove of the lake adjoining Crown Point, where he might 
have rode in safety, protected from the shore by the advance 
of our Main, or part of the Army to that station, waiting 
for a fair wind, or some favourable event, to pass round the 
Point into the Streights of the lake leading to Tyconderoga, 
or for fighting the Enemy to better advantage. Here I con- 
sider two great errors were committed by our Commanders, 
thus leaving the Enemy to take possession of a very advan- 
tagous position without an effort to prevent it. Had we 
met him here, we might have prevented his advance, at least 
on the west side of the lake : beside this was the only place 
our Fleet could act to advantage against the Enemy, or in 
our defence, as the lake was so narrow between Crown 
Point & Tyconderoga the vessels would be attacked from 
the shore, and no room for them to work in. After the 
Defeat Gen 1 Gates contented himself by issuing the Follow- 
ing Gen 1 Order, thus leaving the Enemy to take peacable 
possession of Crown Point and to establish themselves there, 
from whence we were assailable by land & water — A good 
road might easily be open'd in the West side of the lake to 
the old French lines in a very short time, the distance only 
six miles, and on this rout they were daily expected. 

Head Quarters Tyconderoga October 14'" 1776. 

Parole, Watterbury. Countirsine, "Wigglesworth. 

Lieut. Peter Hughs of the first Battalion of Pennsylvar 
niens is appointed to act as Aid de Camp to Major Gen 1 
Gates during tbe absence of Major "Walter Stewart. 

As every Regiment and Corps are well acquainted with 
their Alarm Posts, the Gen 1 expects the Troops will be 
Alert in Marching to support the Works they are severally 
intended to defend, he has the utmost dependance upon the 
Bravery and fidelity of the whole Armey and believe when 
called to Action they will shew themselves worthey of the 
Noble cause they are engaged to defend. He tenders his 
thanks to Gen 1 Arnold and the officers, seamen & marines 
of the Fleet for their Gallant defence made against the 
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great superiority of the Enemies force, such magnanimous 
behaviour will establish the fame of the American Armey 
throughout the Globe. 

Head Qbs Tyconderoga Oct r 15 th 1776. 

Parole, Washington. Coun r , Lee. 

As there are not Intrenching Tools sufficient to employ 
the whole of the Men off duty, the Gen 1 expects that the 
Commanding Officers of Regiments will order one third of 
their men off duty to be paraded at 7 o' Clock every morn- 
ing for fattigue who are to be kept constantly at work untill 
10 in the forenoon, one third more to relieve the first party 
at 10 o'Clock, who are to Work untill one in the Afternoon, 
the other third to relieve the second party at one & to work 
untill five in the Evening. This Order to be constantly and 
regularly obeyed untill Countermanded. The Gen 1 is very 
unhappy to see the want of that Spirit, Alertness and in- 
dustry, so necessary for the immediate Completion of the 
Forts and Redoubts to prevail so shamefully in this Armey. 
The Fleet have acted a Noble part, let it not be said here- 
after that the Cause of all America was injured by the 
supineness of the Northern Army. 

Head Quarters Oct r 17 th 1776. 

Partrole, M*Gomery. C. S., Essex. 

The Commissary is immediately to issue One half Gill of 

Rum to every non commissioned officer and Soldier now in 

Camp, & should the bad weather continue untill evening, he 

is then to issue one half gill more. A detachment of a 

Captain three suboltrens, three Serjeants and One Hundred 

Rank & file to parade as soon as possible from Colo 1 

Brewers and Colo 1 Willards Regiments with Axes, who are 

to proceed to cut down the Trees across the Crown Point 

Road. 

Head Quarters Oct' 18" 1 '76. 

P. Jersey. C. S. Day. 

The Commissary to supply all the empty Casks he has in 
store, that will hold Water to such Regiments as have no 
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"Water convenient to their Alarm Posts, these to be kept 
filled with fresh "Water, that the Troops may have a supply 
ready when wanted. A quantity of Rum to be ready at 
hand to be delivered according to Orders. 

As the Enemy can have no reasonable hope of defeating 
this Armey, unless the Troops posted in the Redoubts, and 
the advanced Guards suffer themselves to be surprised, The 
Gen" strongly recommends it to all the Officers & Soldiers 
to exert their utmost Vigilence whilst on duty, never omit- 
ting the smallest attention to every approach of the Enemy, 
and constantly giving the most vigourous opposition to 
all their attempts. 

Colo 1 Maxwell's Regiment is without delay to Join Colo 1 
Winds Regiment on the side of Ticondiroga. The proper 
ground for their Encampment will be shown them by the 
D. Q. M. G. The Commissary to issue one half Gill of 
Rum to every non Commissioned officer & Soldier now in 
Camp at one o'Clock this Afternoon. 

Brigade Orders. 

The Scouting Parties in future are to remain as a Cover- 
ing party for those who are Cuting the Trees across the 
Crown point Road. 

Head Qtjarteks Oct r 19 th '76. 

P. Carlisle. G. S. Adams. 

Lieu' Colo 1 Baldwin first Engineer will take the direction 
of the Works upon the side of Ticondiroga with the follow- 
ing Assistants under him — Major Pain, Cap* Newland, 
Lieu* Dallas & Ensign Parrit. 

Lieu* Colo 1 Pallisier, second Engineer will take the Com- 
mand & direction of the Works on the side of M* Inde- 
pendance, with the following Assistants under him, Major 
Dalazine, and any two other Gentlemen that the Colo 18 
upon that side shall recommend. 

This arrangement being settled and the particular 
Works to be compleated determined upon the Gen 1 has no 
doubt but the necessary preparations for a vigourous defence 
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will be made with that Animated Zeal becoming Soldiers 
who are also free Citizens of America. 

Head Quarters Oct. 20 th '76. 
As it is uncertain on which of Our Posts the Enemy may 
make his principle attack, the Gen 1 Desires and expects that 
the Officers and Men fit for Duty in the Regiments on both 
sides the Lake, will hold themselves in instant readiness to 
March or embark for whatever part of the Camp may Need 
their support. 

Head Quarters 21 st Oct. '76. 

The following arrangement of the Surgeons of the Army 
is to take place in case of Action viz. 

Doctor Kennedy, Burnet, Taylor, Jackson, Sibley & 
Picker to attend at the Old Port with their Mates. Doctor 
Johnston, Holmes, Ellison, Harvey, and Stewart with their 
Mates to attend at the place appointed near Colo 1 "Wayne's 
Markee, with all their Instruments. All the Surgeons and 
Mates on M* Independance to attend Doc r Potts, at the 
General Hospital on the Mount. Colo 1 Maxwell's Battalion 
is to join and do duty with Gen 1 S' Clair's Brigade. 

Head Q. Oct. 26 th '76. 

In case of a Gen 1 alarm one Gun will be fired from the 
Jersey Redoubt to be answered by one Gun from the Main 
Battery in the French Lines, which is to be answered by one 
Gun from the upper redoubt on M 4 Independance, when 
every Regiment and Corps is to repair to their Alarm 
Posts. The Commanding Officer of Artillery on each side 
is to take care that a Man is constantly ready in the differ- 
ent Redoubts to give the Signals. 

Brigadier Gen 1 Arnold will take the Command of all the 
Troops in the flat Ground North of Ticonderoga and of the 
Vessells which Guard the Boom, the Stone Redoubt upon 
the Point included. 

Brig. Gen 1 St. Clair will take the Command of the 
French lines advanced posts and Works depending thereon. 
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The Brigades upon M* Independance upon the Signal of 
a Gen 1 Alarm being fired to repair to their respective alarm 
posts & receive and obey the orders of Colo 1 Stark, Colo 1 
Patterson & Colo 1 Poor. 

The Brigade late Gen 1 Arnolds is to be joined by Colo 1 
Motts & Colo 1 Swifts Begiments of Militia & to be under 
the Command of Colo 1 Poor. 

Head Q. Octf 27 th '76. 

All the Troops off duty to be under Arms at One o'Clock 
at their respective alarm posts when upon a Signal given by 
fireing one piece of Cannon from the N. E. angle of the 
Coveret "Way of the Old Fort, the whole will give three 
Cheers, for the Glorious success with which it has pleased 
providence to bless the Arms of the United States on the 
18 th Instant in defeating the Army of the Enemy near West 
Chester in the State of New York. 

As the Enemy's attack will most probably be Bash & 
Sudden, the Gen 1 Earnestly recommends to every Com- 
manding Oflicer to be deliberate and cool in suffering his 
men to fire, never allowing them to throw away their shot 
in random or unsoldierlike manner. One close well directed 
fire at the distance of eight or ten rods will do more towards 
defeating an Enemy, than all the scattered and random 
shots fired in a whole Bay. 

The Commanding Officers of Artillery will give proper 
directions in this respect to all under their Command. The 
good effects of a due observance of this Order will, with the 
favour of Heaven secure us Victory. 

Brigade Orders. 

Gen 1 S' Clair is sorry to have observed that in some of the 
Corps of his Brigade, few of the Officers appear at the 
Alarm post with the Men in the Morning — Can they expect 
such a piece of Negligence will not be followed by them — 
is their any hardship to which the soldiers are necessarily 
exposed, that the Officers would not wish to share with 
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them, and set them the example with bearing with cheer- 
fullness & Fortitude, or can they reasonably expect that their 
Ardour so necessary at Preasent can be kept up without it. 
He hopes this will be sufficient to prevent such negligence 
for the future and expects that at All times when the Bri- 
gades are under Arms the Officers will be at their proper 
Posts. Should any be found so lost to all sense of duty as 
to disregard this caution they must expect to be tryed and 
punished for disobedience of Orders. The Commanding 
Officers of Regiments are to be carefull in reporting all 
such delinquents under their Commands. 

On the morning of the 28 th of October, word was brought 
by our Scouts and look out Boats on the lakes, that the 
Enemy were approaching, both by land and Water. A 
Gen 1 Alarm was fired, and every one hurryed to his post. 
All was bustle, the whole camp presented a teriffic blaze of 
Fire Arms issuing from every quarter to prepare for Battle, 
which was momently expected to commence. Collem after 
Collem presented their fronts along the lines, with fixed 
Byonet, whose glissining fire Arms reflecting the bright 
raise of the Sun presented a luster from their tablits more 
radient than the sun itself — what mind could resist a flash 
like this. The sounds of the Drums to Arms, the reports 
of the Alarm Cannon, and the crye of the Seargents to the 
men in hurrying them from their Tents of Turn out, Turn 
out, would make even a Coward brave. These were, how- 
ever, the times that tryed mens souls, & here only, the sun- 
shine & summer soldier srunk from the expected conflict. 
I will throw a vail over some names who but the evening 
before bosted over a Glass of Grog, what feats they in- 
tended to do on the approach of the Enemy, now srunk with 
sickning apathy within the cover of their Tents & Markees, 
never appeared to head their Men, leaving that task to their 
Subalterns to perform. On finding at last the Enemy had 
made a Halt, and that this movement was only to cover 
a reconitering from them, they came out as boald soldiers 
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as ever, complaining only of a little sick headake. On the 
day after the before mentioned reincounter, G-en 1 Grates the 
Commander in Chief issued the following Gen 1 Orders. 

Head Quarters Octf 29 th 76. 
The Gen 1 returns his thanks to the Officers and Soldiers 
of the whole Army for the alert and spirited manner with 
which they proposed to face the Enemy yesterday. And 
particularly to the Regiments of Reed, Poor & Greaton, for 
the dispatch they made in crossing the Lake immediately 
on their being ordered to Reinforce the French lines & 
Redoubts. 

This Order is a proof of the Activity and ready willing- 
ness of the Troops ; they were indeed in high Spirits, and 
seme to vie with each other who should first arive at their 
respective alarm Posts. I viewed the Men and observed 
their Countenances with pleasure, to be animated and not a 
ray of fear depicted in the face of any of them, and am 
confident had the Enemy made an attack at that time, they 
would not have dishonoured either themselves or their 
Country. Their view however, was otherwise, perhaps to 
trye us, and to make a view of our Camp, situation & 
Strength, no doubt Gen 1 Burgoin who commanded at 
Crown Point, was with his suit on the Point of some of the 
Mountains with Glasses overlooking our Encampment, 
Fortifications & Troops, and not very well liking our posi- 
tion and appearance, towards the close of the Day the 
British Army retired, not having came nearer to us than 
what we call half way Point, three miles from Ticondiroga, 
but from which we & they had a fair view of each other. 
As the Enemy approached our Scouts & Pickets, retired 
without firing. Within supporting distance of our lines, 
they halted for their reception. Nothing worth noticing 
after this affair took place between the Enemy and Our 
Army, and on the 13th. of November we rec'd information 
they had evacuated Crown Point and gown Over the Lake 



512 Memoirs of Brigadier- General John Lacey, of Penna. 

toward S* Johns, giving up the further contest for the 
Present. In the afternoon of the same Day Gen 1 Gates 
issued the following Orders. 

Head Quarters, Nov r IS'" 1776. 
The first Battalion of Pennsylvanians, the first and second 
of the New Jersey Regiments to be taken off Duty and 
prepare to embark for Fort George, as soon as the Batteaus 
arrive that will be appointed to carry them over the Lake. 
The Commanding Officers of Regiments, are to be answer- 
able for any damage that is done to any of the Hutts or 
Buildings belonging to their Respective Regiments or Corps. 
The Troops that return home should be careful to preserve 
every thing that can in the least Degree be usefull to those 
who remain here. Those Corps which leave the Armey 
are to return in all their Ammunition to the Commissary 
of Artillery. The Guards are to be lessened agreeably to a 
Detail given to the Majors of Brigades this Day. 

Here ended the Northern Campaign for the year 1776. 
The Troops began to prepare for their return to their re- 
spective Homes & States ; from this time nothing was heard 
but congratulations on the termination of the Campaign, 
and spedy return to their Homes. Colo 1 Wayne Ordered 
one Officer from each Company to leave Ticonderoga and 
return to Pennsy" to recruit to fill up the Regiment on the 
New Inlistments for during the War. The remainder of 
the Regiment whose times did not expire untill February 
were to stay here. The Command at this place was given 
to Wayne by order of Gen 1 Gates. 

Conceiving the time had now arived, and this a fair op- 
ertunity I resolved to leave the Army according to my 
former resolution. I was reported as one of the Officers to 
return ; Wayne being willing thus to get rid of me, agreed 
to my departure. In a few Days after we left the Encamp- 
ments, crossed Lake George in Batteaus, proceeded on 
through Albany, and down the North River by water about 
sixty Miles when we struck across the Country to avoid the 
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Enemy — came through the Town of Asopus and hit the 
River Delaware some distance above the Blew Mountain, 
crossed it and continued our course through Pennsylvania, 
passed the "Wind Gap in the Blew Mountain, came by 
Nazareth & Bethlehem, crossed the Lehigh River at the last 
mentioned place, and after travelling a few miles I left the 
other Officers, came to Durham, and from thence took the 
Main Road through Bucks County to my Father's in 
Buckingham Township where I once more arived in 
safety about the first of December, the Family all well. 

At Asopus I purchased a Horse, and having rode the 
remainder of the way was very little fattigued, but much 
pleased on geting home, and from under the Power of such 
a Tyrent as Colo 1 Wayne, who I was determined to keep 
clear of for the remainder of my life, conceiving his Arbi- 
tary and despotic conduct to be worse than the Chains of 
the Enemy we were opposing. I was however, greatly 
alarmed on finding the Enemy had persued Gen 1 Washing- 
ton to Trentown in the state of IsTew Jersey, where they had 
gone into Winter Quarters. The Gen 1 with the remnant ot 
his Troops had crossed the Delaware, and were encampt 
along the Western border of that River from Bristol to 
Coryel's Ferry, & scattered all through the Country. 

The first thing after my return was to enquire after my 
old Friend Colo 1 Housiker, and learning his Regiment was 
stationed some distance up the River Delaware on the Penn- 
sylvania side, I hastened to see him. He was much pleased 
or apeared to be so, to see me. I informed him of my de- 
termination to leave the Armey, and as he was aquainted 
with Colo 1 Wayne's Conduct to me, I wished him, as he 
had professed to be my friend, to advise me what he 
thought I had better do, and how I ought to Act. He 
candidly said altho he had advised me to continue in the 
Armey while at Ticondiroga, the same causes could not 
operate in my present situation, that I might now leave it 
with reputation, having served out the Campain. To re- 
main under Colo 1 Wayne, I had no prospect of peace or 
vol. xxv. — 33 
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happiness, that he was my Personal Enemy, would oppose 
all perferment, and might have it in his Power to do me a 
serious injury, and thought I had better resign. He said 
many other things derogatory to the American Armey and 
extolled that of the British. I found before I left him that 
he was disgusted, and determined to leave the Armey him- 
self before long. I left him the Night before the Capture 
of the Hessians at Trentown, and never saw him afterwards ; 
unfortunate and unhappy man, in a few days from that time, 
he went over to the Enemy between Trentown & Princetown. 
My Friends & Relatives being all disaffected to the 
American Cause, and Friendly to the British, laboured with 
me to abandon the American Armey. My Uncles assured 
me they would procure me a Commission of a field Officer 
—that is a Major or Colo 1 if I would go over to the Enemy 
and join their Armey — four of my Cousins Chapmans had 
already gone. That it was impossible to oppose the prowess 
of the British Arms, that America would be conquered by 
them, and that every one found in Arms would be hung or 
Banished the Country. That now was my time to come off 
safe, which if I neglected to do or refused to do, I never 
would have another opertunity. My Uncles urged that I 
had nothing to expect from such hot headed men as com- 
posed the American Armey Officers, and having learnt the 
ill treatment of Colo 1 Wayne to me, pressed me hard to 
follow their advice ; but their intreaties were all in Vain, I 
had entered into the American Cause on principle, was a 
Patriot from motives of the purest Mnd, my integrity was 
not to be shaken, I remained firm, and told my Uncle 
Abraham, who said he was authorised by my other Uncles 
to advise with me, that I was determined to persue the 
cause I had embarked in, and from which nothing but 
Death could detach me, firmly determined to rise or fall 
with the Liberty and Independance of my Country. My 
Uncle dispared of gaining me over to his cause, made me 
promise not to betray him, and keep what he had said to 
me, a perfect secret, as he had been induced to do it from 
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motives of the purest affection, of love & Friendship. Here 
ended all treaty of the kind between us forever. I had 
one Relative, an Uncle by my Father's side, John "Wilkin- 
son Esq r , who married a sister of my Father, a man of 
Property, sound sense and unblemished Character, he was 
indeed a Friend to his Country, a uniform Whig, had taken 
an early part on the side of Liberty, was in the Convention 
in forming the Constitution of the State, and now was a 
Member of the Assembly from Bucks County. Conceiving 
his Council more congenial to my own inclination, I was 
determined to follow it and resigned my Commission to the 
Council of Safety, still setting in Philad a . To which I 
attached a narrative of Colo 1 Wayne's treatment to me, and 
stating that alone as the only cause of my Resignation, and 
for abandoning the Armey. My resignation was Received, 
and I again retired to the level of a private Citizen. It was 
with regret I gave up a military life, as I had become 
attached to it, made some progress in the Military Science, 
and the Discipline of an Armey. 

(To be continued.) 



